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Purpose
Although rural areas in Japan used to be covered with rich natural landscapes such as satoyama forestlands and
terraced paddies as well as such cultural heritages as historical villages, these days the particular regions have
been losing populations dramatically. On the other hand, cities have had their own issues, too. For instance,
population density in cities is enormously high, and children are raised without being acquainted with the taste of
rural nature and cultures. What is more, cities, which are highly dependent for food and fossil fuels on abroad,
are believed as the main causes of the global warming and the possible food crisis in a near future. In such an
urgent state, it is considered that fossil fuel, defined as a global force of the twentieth century, must be replaced by
tourism, as that of the twentieth first century and that the new force must be a plausible solution to our
devastating earth.
Our symposium will attempt to examine the following three themes and confer our future vision, based on the
reports of our previous and ongoing works done both in the United Kingdom and in Kyusyu, Japan.
I. The definition of tourism, importance of it, and contribution of it - what does tourism mean in our current
societies, why is tourism so significant nowadays, and how can tourism contribute to better our earth?
II. The symbiotic relationships between rural and urban areas by the means of the sustainable management of
renewable natural resources and wise (sustainable) use of cultural heritages
III. The emergence of sustainable societies, resulting from the formation and development of the above
relationships
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