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Global Covid—19 Online Innovation
Symposium: Innovation and Societal
Transformation

“A side effect of the corona crisis is a geographic democratization. When we are
physically isolated, no place is less distant.”
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The Covid—19 crisis has put a huge strain on our society on many levels from the
health system, education, economy etc. However, it also creates a breeding
ground and a hothouse for innovation. We see that there is a lot of Innovation in
the wake of the corona crisis in so many fields; from business, education,
technology, to social innovations that will create a lasting value in so many areas
of society. It is also creating a huge push to digital transformation, and it is safe
to say that the world will not be the same after the corona crisis. A way to
categorize innovations could be:

- Products and services to provide care and to fight the virus.

- Products and services in response to the lock—down.

- Solutions that will be persistent after the crisis, to generate enduring value to
society.

The goal of this symposium is to capture ideas and to bring a global perspective
on innovation and technology with a view to creating resilient systems.
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Design—Technology Education Online
Exchange Forum

In March this year, a Design—Technology workshop on the use of Robotics in
Design—Technology learning in junior high schools was planned and to be
organized in Hiroshima University High School. In this workshop, professors and
students from National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan, were to be invited to
share their expertise and insights. But due to the world—wide spread of Covid—19
infection, this exchange workshop was cancelled. But another idea of international
exchange was quickly conceptualized due to the popularization of online meeting
platforms like Zoom.

The Design—Technology Education Online Exchange Forum was then created to
serves as a platform to allow the exchange of ideas for teaching and learning of
Design—Technology. Design—Technology is a subject closely related to design
education at junior high school and high school level. This online exchange forum
was conducted using Zoom.

The online exchange forum was co—organized with teachers from Hiura Junior
High school and Hiroshima University High School. Five sessions of the Design—
Technology Education Online Exchange Forum were successfully completed. The
speakers invited are design education practitioners/researchers from Singapore,
Australia, New Zealand and Taiwan were invited to share their insights in Design—
Technology education. The participants in this forum are Design—Technology
teachers and academics that are from Japan, Taiwan, Singapore, Australia and
New Zealand.
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