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The Origins of Design in the Italian Renaissance

Organic and Mechanistic Theory in Alberti, Vasari, and Tuccari

mE
KOGA Toru

Abstract

This paper explores the concepts of disegnament
and disegno in the Italian Renaissance and later periods
from the perspective of organic and inorganic principles
and evaluates how these concepts emerged as sources
for modern design. Leon Battista Alberti, in the 15th
century, used the word disegnament to refer to the process
of drawing lines in compliance with perspective. This
process followed a mechanistic principle. However,
he argued that a painting would only reach perfection
when the mechanistic representation is fused with the
organic principle to compose elements dramatically. The
line drawing, namely the disegnament, should, thus, be
based on mechanistic and organic logic simultaneously.
Conversely, Giorgio Vasari, in the 16th century, believed
that the mechanistic principles shape the external world
and the organic principles emanate from the inner world,
comprising elements such as ideas and concepts, fused in
the artist’s physicality—occhio and mano. According to
him, this principle of drawing is called disegno. Giovanni
Tuccari, at the threshold of the 17th century, the age of
Baroque, defined the contours of the outer world as a
result of obscuring the light of inner reason and coalesced
the mechanistic modeling principle, related to the outer
surface, with the organic modeling principle of Idea and
God. This organic principle was called disegno interno.
These concepts, which stand for principles that enable a
thing to exist originally, balanced organic and inorganic
logic in their own ways. Contemporary design continues
to employ tense and liquid balances to define its concepts,
depending on the context of the design.
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ha poi con il giudicio a levare, & ad aggiugnere,

secondo, che vedra la disgrazia dell’opera, talmente, che

e’ le dia giustamente proporzione, grazia, disegno, &

perfezzione; accio, che ella sia in sé tutta lodata da ogni
ottimo giudicio. (ibid. p.33, A, 97 &)

ZZTELNTWEDIE, ¥R | 2 [EE]
FEBNCHET 2 L0iERTH L, VrF -V D
Wy [ 3, BLETR2 A0z D [H]
ko Ths, 2o [H] ik, & HARCHE
mOMN B VT, ThOLATTHREL TV,
Ehb %, BRI ATHRIZRITIERE T
WY KREXICirndELTd, Z2iKFIFEHIC
MFFmz ] Z22FT0EREH 5L\ D7, ikl
HORMICBWTTTIC, RO A=k SO
FYORBTH 2 LFRIFICHNEOA TTDHTH 5,
ZOZ oD AMARELEETE AT 47 LELT
TH] w5 BREBIES T b T b,

ZZETT 4¥—= 3 &/ lE o5
BOWCHLTE R, 22320 [H] &R—Difs, &
EREROHEOREICE WCRELT EH] Xh
5z kicx b,

Lrd, ZORFICDH LOWTH 2HOMEIE
L2DCTHY, HLepbFICK o TREINLA
DHREMD D BB NS % 5 LI AT 4
=g LIEENEAWRIC, ZIHLROIL
HEHINE, To¥—=akiF, ZokHicL
TAPBORNICHEFEL T lEEL, Zhl i
Hofz L TEMDO S bTcilikEh, A 77D
I)bTZLlbafidnsiaziiicizozxy L
RHLESET L iCErAbAhVEN) LT
» %, E perché da questa cognizione nasce un certo

concetto, & giudizio, che si forma nella mente quella tal
cosa, che poi espressa con le mani si chiama Disegno; si
puo conchiudere, che esso disegno altro non sia, che una
apparente espressione, & dichiarazione del concetto

che si ha nell’animo, & di quello, che altri si € nella

mente imaginato, e fabricato nell’idea. (lIbid. p. 43, [A].
117 ®)

b ERETComMEFMICZE>TAHA L,

FA LAEEgE Vol. 33, 2020 11



TR X o, [J@RE 2 S RN % 7
T EBORMDH 072, ZDFHICEWTIE, Z
NI AR LT 256020 (D) o X5 i, f#
MER 3 & cRloicias i 2 G 55 [
& concetto | LRIz, A&, 2ok 5kt
oz & L RO 70Ty, MBS
WICHEO TS, THhbbATTOH»H [ZLL
Z x5 éfablicato | B 23H 2 & V7 F—ViFwnd
DTHb, THILTHTLDL, Vr¥F—=DIZHBWnT
X, AMBICHET 2D ENEICHET b D, TN
AT ADEICEREHNTE VI ZoDEIcE VTR
Mg, mERITce ] ORITLTRE Y Ao
TWb T eBbhd, IBICHEET 2D D% 7272%T
2 03 EMIERECh 5, e lddiic, NIk
T 547 T7T0EMBELABT 20 XHKRNERTH
2, Vr¥F—=DICBEWTIE, T OISR L GHEN
WS (DIcEn T2 S b o =& ORIticE
WTHEEVE>TWEDTH 5,

THICiEd ) —ODMEDGIBIFET 5, 2% D,

ZDX LTINS ICE > 2@ NRIic £ &
nNaWEchs, eIz nARTELr L 2Rk
WS, ENDDT-b EELEREY 7 — V13 TR
invenzione | LIFATW3, RiCh%EHTI L X, %
DHlzblE—REZ LT 2Dh, Vr¥—1
cIhiEzniz 1+ ©d 3,

ClFWwzaBYEAD X ST, HWIC X > T2 DR
MEG 2T E, ZOTF 4 —ZaBdpnEe
T5301F,. BRAPAE LD oIXfMTchih, £

FofRLIlMEENLE LT ~v, RE K
Ry 0, 2 Ofhiz v T H il BRI R LR
TEZLWVWIHITLETHDE, LWwHIDd, HLHH
i L e N /e N AR e A | SN 1
BEYHRFTLE, EFICbAEsTCT4¥—=3
Rl L CEXEZOFIF, Effio7Ee T & A
M. BLXUAEEOHON ST % L bICHIS LoD
D 777 5, Ma sia come si voglia, questo disegno ha

bisogno, quando cava I’invenzione d’una qualche cosa

dal giudizio, che la mano sia, mediante lo studio, &

essercizio di molti anni, spedita, & atta a disegnare et
esprimere bene qualunche cosa ha la natura creato con
penna, con stile, con carbone, con matita, o con altra
cosa; perché quando I’intelletto manda fuori i concetti

purgati, & con giudizio; fanno guelle mani, che hanno

molti anni essercitato il disegno conoscere la perfezione,
e eccellenza dell’arti, & il sapere dell’ Artefice insieme.
(Ibid. p. 43, [d], 117 ®)
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disegno intellectiuo e pratico, non pure per questo, e gia
v'ho detto il perche, l'intellettiuo per il concetto interno
ideale, el pratico non pure per questo, ma anco per

queste forme circoscritte al di fuori, (ibid.)
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¥ 9, 0 siano caratteri di lettere, figure, instromenti,

almanacchi disegnati e formati con simplice lineameto,
con li quali s’alimenta ogni scienza, e pratica: I’opera
sua, sono poi tutte le altre fatture delle particolari
professioni, come pittura, scultura, architettura, & ogn’
altra cosa, che con disegno, ordine, e regola si faccia,
cosi adung: habbiamo designito, e dichiarato che sia

disegno interno & esterno. (ibid.)
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<3, le Signorie vostre alzare le menti loro, &

discorrere interiormente col lume naturale anzi con

l'istessa luce del disegno metaforico mentale, per

comprendere perche, e come entro di noi si formi il
disegno. (ibid. p.20)
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DIEERDTH %, Dico dunque, che il Disegno

esterno altro non é, che quello, che appare circonscritto
di forma senza sostanza di corpo: semplice lineamento,
circonscrizione, misurazione, e figura di qualsivoglia
cosa immaginata, e reale; il qual Disegno cosi formato,

e circonscritto con linea, & esempio, e forma dell’

immagine ideale. La linea dunque é proprio corpo, e

sostanza visiva del Disegno esterno, in qualsivoglia

maniera formato; né qui mi occorre a dichiarare, che
cosa sia linea, e come nasca dal punto, retta, o curva,
come vogliono i mattematici. Ma dico bene, mentre
essi vogliono sottoporre ad essa linea, o lineamenti

il Disegno, o la pittura, fanno un grandissimo errore;

essendocheé la linea & semplice operazione a formare

gualsivoglia cosa sottoposta al concetto, e al Disegno

universale, come appunto, diremo, i colori alla pittura, e
la materia solida alla scultura, e simili. Pero essa linea,
come cosa morta, non é la scienza del Disegno, ne della

31
pittura; ma operazione di esso.
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An Essay on the Materiality of Media
The Intersection of Photography and Design
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Abstract

Exploring the intersection between the photography
and design theory, this paper attempts to clarify that these
media have unique materiality even in the digital society
driven by information technology. For example, the study
of vernacular photography, focusing on the history and use
of mundane photographs, emphasizes their materiality, but
their relations with digital photographs are still so obscured
that eventually prompt to reinforce their opposition. For
overcoming this problem, this paper will examine the
essay proposed by Koji Taki and Vilém Flusser, who have
developed the materialistic theory about photography and
design. In particular, they have elaborated respectively the
idea of “the fictive materialization” and “in-formation” as
an effect of these media, and those implications would be
explicated by the works in an exhibition, “Materializing”
(2013-2015, Tokyo and Kyoto), featuring technologies of
digital fabrication. In doing so, this paper will clarify that
the materiality of photography and design as a medium,
whether analog or digital, would be active as the thinking
itself independent from the human actor.
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Abstract

This paper suggests a certain system that elicits face-
to-face communication through interactive art works.
The modern Japanese society faces various kinds of
issues and it is safe to say that one of them should be
a lack of mutual understanding or miscommunication
derived from an insufficient of face-to-face
communication. As a consequence, this could bring
about disastrous effects not only to business flows but
also to formation of social relationship between people.
Even worse, it is reported that communication within the
family tends to be more tenuous. For this issue, we have
focused on a role of interactive art works that involve
appreciators and organized an exhibition in which the
arts could play a role of giving common topics and
enhancing opportunities for people to talk to others
naturally. In this report, we will introduce how human-
related information can be converted into the arts and
how they can promote communication in the process of
seeking for various expressions at the exhibition site.
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Clapping as an Act of Aggression :

Clapping in the Practice of Monastic Debate in Tibetan Buddhist Monasteries

ZEN!
YAKO Masato

Abstract

In Tibetan Buddhist monasteries, distinctive hand
clapping sounds not found anywhere else can be heard
during the practice of monastic debate. When a question
is raised, the questioning monk makes a strong sound
by holding out his left hand and clapping his right hand
vigorously against it. Then the answering monk sitting
on the floor turns to the questioner to give an immediate
response. The questioner strategically and menacingly
makes clapping sounds in order to win the debate. To an
outside observer, these handclaps appear to be offensive
and express negative emotions, in contrast to applause
which expresses joy or praise. This paper examines the
reality and the meaning of the act of clapping in Tibetan
monastic debate from the perspective of the negative
expression mechanism of clapping. After introducing
references to the act of clapping in monastic debate by
practicing monks and Tibetan Buddhist scholars, a
video analysis of clapping is used to examine the
specific gestures and types of clapping that are used.
Next, the aggression and negative emotional responses
to monastic debate clapping are examined based on
interviews. Finally, how monastic debate clapping
should be understood and positioned in the context of
the various other acts of clapping is discussed.
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Recipes for the Dead

A Transformative Scheme for Bearing Witness to Quake-disaster Survivors

GRLE e
YOSHIDA Yuko

Abstract

In order to address the question whether resilience
design can enable “recovery” after suffering psycho-
logical trauma in the wake of earthquake disasters in
Japan, this paper presents an argument of why recovery
of losses cannot be possible in terms of narratological
structure discussed in trauma studies. An alternative is
explored which aims to transform the structure of
traumatic narrative by means of an artistic workshop
where a survivor and the author dedicate a meal for her
late daughter who was killed in the Hanshin-Awaji
earthquake. This new cooperative workshop with joint
responsibility is named “Recipes for the Dead”. This
enchanting approach of creating a recipe embodies
new temporality and spatiality of loss, which promises
to amend the traumatic narrative into a share-able
interactive experience of bearing witness for a survivor
and her empathetic counterpart.
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Research Fellow, Faculty of Design, Kyushu University
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The experience of an event or history is (...), dependent on
the terms the symbolic order offers. It needs these terms if
living through the event is to be transformed into an experi-
ence of the event. For to be part of an event or of a history as
an object of its happening is not the same as experiencing it as
a subject. (44)
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[PJutting the feelings and cognitions related to the trauma
into words is likely not to be enough: Victims need to find
active ways of regaining control over their feelings and ac-
tions. (...) [T]rauma survivors need to take some action that

symbolizes triumph over helplessness and despair. (436) !¢
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[17t is essential for this narrative that could not be articulated,
to be told, to be transmitted, to be heard. (...) To a certain
extent, the interviewer-listener takes on the responsibility for
bearing witness that previously the narrator felt he bore alone,
and therefore could not carry out. It is the encounter and the
coming together between the survivor and the listener, which
makes possible something like a repossession of the act of
witnessing. This joint responsibility is the source of the
reemerging truth. (...) The testimony is, therefore, the process
by which the narrator (the survivor) reclaims his position as a
witness: reconstitutes the internal “thou,” and thus the possi-

bility of a witness or a listener inside himself. (85)*
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It [the testimony] cannot bring back the dead, undo the hor-
ror or reestablish the safety, the authenticity and the harmony
of what was home. But neither does it succumb to death,
nostalgia, memorializing, ongoing repetitious embattlements
with the past, or flight to superficiality or to the seductive
temptation of the illusion of substitutions. It is a dialogical
process of exploration and reconciliation of two worlds---the
one that was brutally destroyed and the one that is---that are
different and will always remain so. The testimony is inher-
ently a process of facing loss---of going through the pain of
the act of witnessing, and of the ending of the act of wit-
nessing---which entails yet another repetition of the experi-
ence of separation and loss. It reenacts the passage through
difference in such a way, however, that allows perhaps a

certain repossession of it. (91)*
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